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belief to follow these two inducements, our own
wishes and the general assent of other people, has
been in this instance reinforced by the utmost exer-
tion of the power of public and private teaching;
rulers and instructors having at all times, with the
view of giving greater effect to their mandates whether
from selfish or from public motives, encouraged to the
utmost of their power the belief that there is a life
after death, in which pleasures and sufferings far
greater than on earth, depend on our doing or leaving
undone while alive, what we are commanded to do in
the name of the unseen powers. As causes of belief
these various circumstances are most powerful. As
rational grounds of it they carry no weight at all.

That what is called the consoling nature of an
opinion, that is, the pleasure we should have in
believing it to be true, can be a ground for believing
it, is a doctrine irrational in itself and which would
sanction half the mischievous illusions recorded in
history or which mislead individual life. It is some-
times, in the casg now under consideration, wrapt up
in a quasi-scientific language. We are told that the
desire of immortality is one of our instincts, and that
there is no instinct which has not corresponding to
it a real object fitted to satisfy it. Where there
is hunger there is somewhere food, where there is
sexual feeling there is somewhere sex, where there is
love there is somewhere something to be loved, and